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Courage for the New Year 

 
When you try something for the first time, or something you‘ve already failed at, 

you need courage. Remember learning to walk? First you tried standing on shaky 

limbs, smiled in short lived triumph, fell down, cried in frustration, and kept getting 

back up until you mastered the art of standing. Something inside you told you that 

you were meant for more than just lying in a crib. Then came the next stage – walk-

ing. Sounds simple enough, but it wasn‘t. That‘s because wobbling always precedes 

walking. And that‘s the difference between adults and infants. As an infant you 

weren‘t image-conscious. You just saw arms outstretched toward you and heard a 

loving voice saying, ―Come on, you can do it!‖ And, you‘ve been walking ever 

since. 

 

FACE THE NEW YEAR WITH COURAGE 

 

That‘s why God says to anyone stepping into new territory, ―Be strong and very 

courageous.‖ Deuteronomy 31:6 NIV The word ―Be‖ really implies ―Become.‖ 

Courage is a quality you grow into. Like filling, new or bigger shoes. The more you 

walk in them, the more comfortable they become. It‘s not like a software program 

where you enter the password and ‗presto‘ you‘re            courageous! Courage 

comes from spending time with your Divine Parent,     seeing God‘s arms out-

stretched toward you and hearing the words, ―Come on, you can do it. I Am with 

you!‖ Courage is what moves you forward. Faith can be nothing more than an idea 

or set of beliefs. But courage is what activates your faith. Every Promised Land has 

‗giant‘ problems and you have to face them and defeat them before taking up resi-

dence. Remember, your God is an awesome God and God is greater than anything 

you‘ll face this coming year. God will go ahead of you. The battle is the Lord‘s. God 

will do for you what you can‘t do for yourself, but you do have to show up for the 

fight. Whether it is claiming your Promised Land or conquering your character 

flaws, you can‘t do it all at once. So God works with you in one area after another. 

Believe me, I‘ve learned that life is not one big battle and then we go march in the 

victory parade.  There are multiple, small daily struggles required for you to defeat 

the enemies of your physical and spiritual progress. Courage is not the absence of 

fear it is the conquest of it. Courage means acting on your dreams until you are no 

longer afraid. In a sense, it is trembling your way to confidence: that ―With God all 

things are possible.‖ –Jesus 

(continued on page  5) 

 



Cornerstone MCC seeks to be a House of Prayer for all 

people.  We offer hope, healing and reconciliation by 

communicating Christ’s message of Divine Inclusive 

Love.  Here at Cornerstone, we desire to worship God 

our Creator, make disciples for Christ, do justice, love 

mercy, care for creation and celebrate life in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Please know that no matter where you find yourself 

on life’s journey today, you are welcome here just as 

you are.  We would love to have you join us and 

become a part of “the Church that Love is building”! 

 

Remember, you are God’s Best! 

Pastor Lee 

 

Cornerstone Metropolitan Community Church 

1009 Government Street 

P. O. Box 6311 

Mobile, Alabama 36660 

Phone 251-438-7080 

Email cmcc1@bellsouth.net 

www.cornerstonemccchurch.com  
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CORNERSTONE HAPPENINGS 

   

Adult Christian Education 

Sundays at 9:30AM 

 

(Enjoy a light breakfast  

with us every week) 

 

ACEs (Adult Bible Study) 

 

JOY! (Adult Studies  

in Christian Living ) 

 

Kornerstone Kids  

(Bible Studies for children ages 3-10) 

Sundays at 10:45AM 

 

Musicians and Voices  

Weekly Rehearsal  

Wednesdays at 5:45PM 

 

All are welcome to 

join us as we lift our 

voices in praise 

and worship 
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Does Your Spiritual Life Need a Make-Over? 

Do You Want to Have More Than Just Another Pretty Faith? 

Are You Ready to Grow Up as a Christian? 
There Is Good News for You at Cornerstone MCC! 

 
 

At Cornerstone, there are three unique  adult-oriented educational opportunities that can help you to 

grow  stronger in your knowledge of the Godõs Word, bring you to a deeper understanding of your  own 

spiritual walk, and better equip you to Make a Difference in our team ministry efforts.  The good news is 

that all of these offerings are absolutely free!   
 

Our Adult Christian Education (ACEs) class will take you deeper into the study of the Bible as they 

continue their journey from Genesis to Revelation.  Whether you are a life-long student of the Word or 

whether you are just beginning your studies, you will find the ACEs class to be enlightening.  The first 

course of study in 2010 will begin in the letter to the Colossians.   

 
Our JOY! class will begin a 37 week study on the practice of spiritual disciplines from A to Z on      

January 10.  This study is designed to awaken the Spirit within you and promises to challenge you to   

explore faith òoutside of the box of traditional religionó.  Each week will focus  on a single  spiritual          

discipline through defining the practice, understanding how your life may benefit from it, and                

implementing it into your daily spiritual walk through imagery exercises, journal writing, story-telling 
and sharing with others, and prayer. 

 

The ACEs and the JOY! classes meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Social Hall.  A time of               

fellowship is enjoyed over a light breakfast each week.  Classes wrap-up by 10:30 to allow time for a 

short break before worship begins in the Sanctuary at 10:45.  Please consider joining one of these          

dynamic study groups this year.   
 

Our Deeper Life Studies class meets on Wednesday evenings at 7:00.  On January 20, they will begin a 

nine-week team building workshop called Make a Difference.  This amazing study by Mary Robinson 

Reynolds builds team synergy through the use of group exercises, activities, and thought-provoking 

discussions that build community consciousness and enable excellence in leadership.  Space is limited in 
this study, so please let Laura Leon, Educational Minister, know if you plan to attend ASAP. 

 

All of these opportunities for a spiritual make-over are available to you free of charge at Cornerstone 

MCC.  Why not give yourself something meaningful by making a New Yearõs resolution this year that 

can actually change your life forever?  Give yourself the very best gift of all...the gift of faith that comes 

through hearing the Word of God. 
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Mark Your Calendars for the Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

Sunday, January 24 after the Social Hour 

 

Bring a covered dish and enjoy a time of fellowship with your family  

                     at Cornerstone after worship service. 

 

We will be electing two members to the Board of Directors  

at the meeting.  Anyone interested in serving on the BOD should  

speak with Brother Kent Dueitt,  

our Nominations Committee Chairperson. 

 

We will also vote on a proposed by-law change  

regarding terms of  service for our Lay Delegates  

to coincide with the new 3-year General Conference schedule 

and review the 2010 financial outlook and budget. 

 

RECIPE FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Take twelve fine, full-grown months; see that these are thoroughly free from old memories of 

bitterness, rancor and hate, cleanse them completely from every clinging spite; pick off all 

specks of pettiness and littleness; in short, see that these months are freed from all the past—

have them fresh and clean as when they first came from the great storehouse of Time. Cut these 

months into equal parts. Do not attempt to make up the whole batch at one time                       

(so many persons spoil the entire lot this way) but prepare one day at a time. 

    Into each day put equal parts of faith, patience, courage, work (some people omit this         

ingredient and so spoil the flavor of the rest), hope, fidelity, liberality, kindness, rest        

(leaving this out is like leaving the oil out of the salad dressing— don‘t do it),                   

prayer, meditation, and one well-selected resolution. Put in about one teaspoonful of good spir-

its, a dash of fun, a pinch of folly, a sprinkling of play, and a heaping cupful of good humor. 
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KEEP YOUR DREAM AND FAITH ALIVE 

 

When God gives you a dream of faith, God places within you – or within reach – all the resources needed to 

fulfill it. Do you have an unthinkable, scary, absolutely wild idea or imaginings of a brighter future for      

yourself or helpful cause for others, that won‘t let you sleep? ―Now to God, who is able to do immeasurably 

more than all we ask or imagine.‖ Ephesians 3:20 NIV That‘s the way it is with dreams, especially when God 

is inspiring them. Humanly speaking, they sometimes appear crazy. Placed alongside reason, the logic of     

reality, cost and timing; such imaginations and hopeful dreams, seem beyond our reach. The strangest part is 

the more they are told ‗can‘t‘ the more they pulsate with the ‗can‘ and ‗will‘ of faith. What‘s behind great    

accomplishments? Inevitably, great people. But what is in these great people, that makes them different? It‘s 

certainly not their age or gender or heritage or talent or environment. It‘s faith! They are people who think and 

believe differently. What are you dreaming? What are you believing for?  God inspires imagination and vision. 

God enables courage. Never leave home without it, because: God rewards faith. Without a dream,   without 

faith, without the courage to fulfill it, life is reduced to bleak black and wimpy white. I believe God dreams in 

the rainbow of Technicolor! So go after the quest that fuels your fire. Keep your dream and faith alive. God 

supplies the courage for a Happy New Year! 

 

You Are Godôs Best! 

 

Pastor Lee 

 

The Word for You Today. For additional inspiration, read: Facing Your Giants, Max Lucado 

W Publishing Group 

I Am the New Year 

I am the new year.  I am an unspoiled page in your book of time. 

I am your next chance at the art of living.  I am your opportunity to practice what you 

have learned about life during the last twelve months. 

All that you sought and didnôt find is hidden in me, waiting for you to search it but with 

more determination. 

All the good that you tried for and didnôt achieve is mine to grant when you have fewer 

conflicting desires. 

All that you dreamed but didnôt dare to do, all that you hoped but did not will, all the 

faith that you claimed but did not haveðthese slumber lightly, waiting to be awakened 

by the touch of a strong purpose. 

I am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Him who said, "Behold, I make all 

things new." 



JANUARY 2010  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

3   Adult Education  

      9:30AM 

ACEs  

Joy! —No meeting this 

Sunday 

4 

Rainbow 

Council 

Meeting 

6:00PM 

5 6 

Choir 5:45PM 

 

Deeper Life 

Studies—You 

Make a          

Difference 

7:00PM 

7 8 9 

Building & Grounds 

Clean Up 8-Noon 

 

 

10    Adult Education  

      9:30AM 

ACEs  

Joy! —Introduction to 

the Practice of Spiritual 

Disciplines  

11 

 

12 

Board of 

Directors 

Meeting  

6:00PM 

13 

Choir 5:45PM 

 

Deeper Life 

Studies—You 

Make a          

Difference 

7:00PM 

14 15 16 

 

17   Adult Education  

       9:30AM 

ACEs  

Joy! —Practicing the 

Art of Attentiveness 

18 19 

 

20 

Choir 5:45PM 

 

Deeper Life 

Studies—You 

Make a          

Difference 

7:00PM 

21 22 23 

Building & Grounds 

Clean Up 10-Noon 

 

 

 

24  Adult Education  

      9:30AM 

ACEs  

Joy! —Practicing the 

Appreciation of Beauty 

 

 Pot Luck Social Hour 

25 26 27 

Choir 5:45PM 

 

Deeper Life 

Studies—You 

Make a          

Difference 

7:00PM 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

31  Adult Education  

      9:30AM 

ACEs  

Joy! —Practicing Being 

Present 

 

 

 

1 

RCM 6PM 

2 3 

Choir 5:45PM 

 

Deeper Life 

Studies—You 

Make a           

Difference 

7:00PM 

4 5 6 

Building & Grounds 

Clean Up 10-Noon 

 

 

       


